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We held our Fourth Annual A Stake in the Future event at Willoughby’s on 

Park on Thursday, April 21st, 2022. It was an incredible evening. We were 

blessed to have our founder, Sister Francis Bisland, join us at the event. 

Sister entertained us with some wonderful and inspiring  stories. The event 

raised over $51,165 for Dayspring Homes.

The evening included lavish dinner stations, premium open bar, Silent and 

Live Auctions and more! One of the Live Auction items was a 5 day / 4 

night all inclusive trip to Punta Cana generously donated by Boscov’s 

Travel, Apple Vacations, and Dreams Onyx Resort and Spa! 

It was such a lovely night with a very touching speech by one of our 

Dayspring families, Linda Ruth. She shared her personal story about her 

son, Lee, and life with Autism. Linda said “I can honestly say that our 

experience with Dayspring has been exceptional. Lee is treated like a member of the family, and his care is 

exemplary. He is treated with dignity and respect. Lee has a second family that appreciates and loves him.” 

A BIG thank you to all of our event sponsors: Jerry and Carolyn Holleran, Joe Jurgielewicz & Son, LTD, New 

Castle Lawn & Landscape, Inc., Daneka and Mark Cairnie, Power Kunkle Benefits Consulting, Alvernia 

University, Capital Blue Cross, East Penn Manufacturing Company, Esterbrook WRD Pharmacy, LLC, Fulton 

Bank, JCWK Dance Lab, Masano Bradley LLP, M & T Bank, Peggy Impink, Penn State Health St. Joseph, 

Penske Transportation Solutions, The Shahady Family, Truist, Visions Federal Credit Union, Berks County Living, 

Wyomissing Neighbors, and Sweet Street Desserts. 

Thank you to our Host Committee: Abby Briscoe, Eric Esterbrook, Stacy Grube, Meggan Kerber, Mark Kunkle 

and Vicki Swain. Please know each of you make a big difference in achieving our mission at Dayspring Homes.        



Always Hopeful. Forever Grateful. Dayspring Strong!

Wasn’t it just Christmas yesterday? The months of 

2022 have been flying by and now with summer 

upon us, participants have been very busy outside 

enjoying the beautiful weather! Some of our 

residents have been attending picnics, swimming, 

participating in various community activities, taking 

day trips and vacations; while others have been 

soaking up the sunshine birdwatching, playing with 

bubbles, and spending time with family and friends. 

No matter the differences between individual 

activities, the common threads between them all 

are smiles and laughter!

I’m excited to share that our Crosswalk Day 

Program officially reopened this Spring after 2 

years of being closed. As you might recall, our Day 

Program is located at Calvary Lutheran Church 

in Laureldale and provides numerous volunteer 

opportunities in the community, as well as unique 

social, educational, and personal interest outcomes 

to adults who are intellectually or developmentally 

disabled. Individuals who attend enjoy a wide 

variety of activities such as arts & crafts, reading 

club, health and fitness, news and current events, 

cultural studies, spiritual reflection and more. Due 

to staffing limitations, the program is serving only 

a small number of individuals at the present time, 

but we look forward to gradually rebuilding over 

the next several months until we reach our full 

capacity to serve up to 30 individuals every week. 

Those who have returned so far are thrilled to be back!

We continue to actively seek direct care professionals 

to join our team. If you know of anyone who might be 

interested, applicants may apply online through our 

website at www.dayspringhomes.org.

Another highlight during the Spring was our Fourth 

Annual A Stake in the Future event, which took 

place on Thursday, April 21, 2022 at Willoughby’s 

on Park. Thanks to the generosity of numerous 

local businesses and community members, the 

event raised $51,165 for Dayspring Homes! It was 

an incredible evening with great company and 

food – and we were especially blessed to have our 

founder, Sister Francis Bisland, join us. Sister 

was, as always, delightfully entertaining and 

inspirational as she shared various stories and 

anecdotes about Dayspring’s humble beginnings. While 

she exudes humility about what she has accomplished, 

it was her passion, grit and determination in those 

early days that culminated into 31 years of quality 

care and service to some of our community’s most 

vulnerable individuals. And Dayspring is still going 

strong! We’ll never stop embracing the Christian ideal 

of realizing the God-given potential and dignity of 

every person!
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Eleanor started her weight loss journey in March 

of 2019 at 315 pounds. She was struggling with 

her mood and daily activities. It was affecting her 

relationship with her family, which is really 

important to her. Now, she has lost a total of 114 

lbs and would like to share how she got there and 

how she feels now. 

What encouraged you to start your weight loss 
journey?

I was having a lot of pain in my knees and in my 

body. I was very close to having diabetes and 

having to take daily shots. I did not want to do 

that. I was struggling to walk up the steps at my 

Dad’s house which meant I wouldn’t be able to 

visit him anymore and this made me very sad. 

How did you start your journey?

I went to see a nutrition consultant and she helped 

teach me and the staff what good nutrition was. 

She took time to explain what my daily intake 

should be, how important portion control was, 

what sort of things to look for on nutrition labels 

when shopping. She explained that I could still eat 

my favorite foods, I just had to be smart about how 

much and how often I ate them. She explained 

how important exercise was and how simple it 

could be to add it into my everyday life. She helped 

us brainstorm ways to make exercise fun and 

engaging so I was more interested in participating. 

What are some of your favorite parts of your new 
lifestyle?

I like helping staff cook healthy meals and 

researching creative recipes so I can still have 

special treats that do not have a lot of sugar. I 

enjoy having fruits and vegetables for snacks. I 

like trying new exercises such as Keoni Tamayo 

videos on Youtube, and taking long walks at Jim 

Dietrich Park. I’ve recently discovered fun videos 

that teach me how to line dance, and do Kung Fu 

fighting that I really enjoy doing. 

RESIDENT SPOTLIGHT

How does losing weight make you feel?

I feel very happy about it. I am still able to visit my 

Dad and can go up and down the stairs all the time. 

I am excited about fitting into nice clothes in a 

smaller size. I have more confidence in my abilities 

and my body. 

What else are you excited or proud about?

I am very excited to be back at the Crosswalk day 

Eleanor

program and doing volunteer activities again. I am 

looking forward to seeking out new opportunities 

and activities with my increased confidence and 

stamina now that my body feels better. I am very 

happy I was able to return to church and had the 

opportunity to rekindle relationships with old friends 

and neighbors I have not seen in a long time.
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Sherry is another individual who recently found her 

home at Dayspring and has accomplished many of 

her own goals since starting her journey here. Sherry 

joined the Dayspring family in October of 2020. She 

was inspired by the change she saw in her friend 

Eleanor, and decided she wanted to join in pursuing 

a healthy lifestyle. She started her journey at 225 

pounds when she first moved in, and now that she 

has been here a year and a half, she has lost a total 

of 85 pounds; on top of which, she accomplished 

her initial goal of getting her BMI under 30! She 

shares some of her favorite parts of her journey along 

with some other goals she has accomplished since 

finding her home at Dayspring. 

What does living a healthy lifestyle mean to you?

It means making healthy choices like eating fruits 

and vegetables. A healthy lifestyle means having 

less cookies, fried food, and cheese. It’s okay to 

have them once in a while but not every day, and 

it’s important to keep portions in mind. My 

favorite part of a healthy lifestyle is getting out to 

do things like take long walks, dance, and yoga.

How does it make you feel to be living a healthier 
lifestyle?

It makes me feel happy. I have more energy and can 

do more things. I feel so proud that I fit into smaller 

clothes. I really enjoyed being able to shop for an 
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Sherry

entire new wardrobe after dropping 10 pants sizes!! 

My body feels so much better after shedding excess 

weight, and I feel so much better in my body. I love 

wearing cute clothes now. I have a lot more 

confidence and I like to go out and do more things. 

What other goals have you accomplished since 
coming to Dayspring?

I have gained more confidence in myself and my 

ability to make decisions. When I first moved in, I 

used to ask the staff about every little thing. Now 

I am able to make more choices on my own and 

feel confident while making them. I learned more 

about cooking, and love helping staff make 

delicious healthy meals. I love that I can help in 

the house, and have control of my own space. 

Also, I have a job now at Burlington Coat Factory. 

The staff at Dayspring and my job coach helped 

me get this wonderful opportunity. 

How do you feel about your new job?

I love working! I enjoy the tasks I get to do like 

sorting items, putting tags on things, and putting 

items on the sales floor. I am excited. I've been 

learning new career skills such as using my new cell 

phone, a computer, and checking emails. Also, I 

clock in using a code that I do by myself. I am 

having a fantastic time building new connections 

with coworkers and making new friends. This 

opportunity has helped build my confidence and I 

am really proud of that. 

Keith celebrating his birthday
Disney style! It was a magical
day indeed.

Thank you United Way of 
Berks County for tickets to
the Fightin Phils game.
We had a blast!

The residents, families and staff enjoyed a lovely day  at
Jim Dietrich Park with our founder, Sister Francis Bisland.   

MINI-STORIES
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Thank you to everyone that came out to support 

Dayspring Homes and have a stake in our future.

The Fourth Annual

A Stake in the Future



What is your position at Ethosource and when was 
the company founded?

I am the President and Owner of Ethosource. 

Ethosource was founded in 2001.

Can you share how Ethosource has supported the 
community?

We have always supported local non-profits with 

furniture and monetary donations. We have 

worked with YMCA, Opportunity House, Safe 

Berks, Olivets Boys and Girls Club, LGBT Center, 

and Dayspring Homes to name a few. 

Dayspring Homes was so appreciative of your 
donation. Why did you choose Dayspring?

We believe that the work you do is so important for 

our community and that you deserve a comfortable 

space to work.

How would you suggest others in the community 
help non-profits?

We Give Where We Live!

Any words of wisdom or advice you would like to 
share with others? 
I live by this advice, “Be kind whenever possible.  

It is always possible.” Dalai Lama

John Gallen, Ethosource

Our New Workstations!!

What is your position at New Castle and when was 
the company founded?

Myself (Brad Stephenson) and Brian Cuccaro are 

50/50 owners. New Castle Lawn & Landscape was 

founded in 1994 by Brian Cuccaro and then 

business partner Bryan Weise. Bryan retired and 

Brad stepped in.

Can you share how New Castle has supported the 
community? 

New Castle Lawn & Landscape is very involved in 

the local communities. We place a great emphasis 

on giving back to the local communities through 

active volunteering, sponsorships and/or donations. 

We are involved with or have volunteered with a 

great number of organizations including but not 

limited to: Helping Harvest Food Bank, CHOR, 

Habitat for Humanity, Dayspring Homes, Berks 

Animal Rescue League, KidsPeace, John Paul II 

Center, BCPS, and Safe Berks. 

Dayspring Homes was so appreciative of your 
donation. Why did you choose Dayspring? 

We have a group of incredible individuals on our 

team who are part of New Castle because they 

are very good at what they do and have also 

helped build our company culture. We recruit 

good people who are looking to grow personally 

and professionally and who are interested in 

helping us as a company make a big impact in our 

community. We were made aware of the project 

for Dayspring by United Way Berks County. It was 

the widening of a sidewalk so one of the residents 

could safely access their home in their wheelchair. 

We have a team of individuals at New Castle who 

had the skill set to help out this individual. We felt 

it was just the right thing to do. Everyone should 

be able to access their home safely especially 

when there are hurdles that make life more 

challenging on a daily basis. These are the types 

of things we love to do as a company because, in 

the end, everyone wins!

How would you suggest others in the community 
help non-profits?

We would suggest reaching out to your local 

United Way if you are unsure of where to start. 

They are an incredible resource in our community 

and are able to educate companies who are 

looking to get involved on ways to do so. Engage 

your employees and teammates in the decision- 

making process. It gets everyone excited to make 

a positive impact on the community and gives 

“work” more purpose. 

Any words of wisdom or advice you would like to 
share with others? 

Get involved. People want to be a part of 

something bigger than themselves. When a 

company offers ways for people to make a positive 

impact in their community through their 

professional relationships at work, it creates a 

positive work culture, happy employees, and a 

healthy community.

New Castle Lawn & Landscape

DONOR SPOTLIGHT

DAYSPRING STAFF SPOTLIGHT

Outside Hobbies: Cooking, Reading & Caring for Others

Words of Wisdom: "Too often we underestimate the 

power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a listening 

ear, an honest compliment, or the smallest act of 

caring, all of which have the potential to turn a life 

around."  - Leo Buscaglia

Kuburat Johnson 
Direct Support Professional 

Years at Dayspring: 2 Years

Outside Hobbies: In my free time I enjoy gardening, 

shopping, reading, traveling and spending time with 

my family. 

Words of Wisdom: I have learned over the years that 

the more I give of myself, the more I receive in return. 

Elizabeth King
Direct Support Professional 

Years at Dayspring: 1 Year



For donations please detach this portion and mail to:

Please make checks payable to Dayspring Homes and enclose this form with your donation.

Name:

Address: 

Donation Amount or Gift Being Donated: 

Thank you for your continued support!
The official registration and financial information of Dayspring Homes, Inc. may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of 

State by calling toll free, within Pennsylvania, (800) 732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.

Dayspring Homes, Inc., P.O. Box 158, Reading, PA 19607

DAYSPRING HOMES
NEEDS YOUR HELP

Please contact 610-376-5648 ext 228 or email 
vswain@dayspringhomes.org with any questions. Thank 
you in advance for your consideration. Your generosity 
will help us to continue to provide for our residents.  

I would like to make a donation in the amount of 
$           toward the outdoor living space.

Disinfectant Cleaners

I would like to make a donation in the amount 
of $              toward any of the above.

Non-Electric Carpet Sweepers

Gift Cards to Grocery 
& Department Stores
(i.e. Redners, Giant, Walmart, 
Target, Lowe’s, Boscov’s, etc.)

Medical Grade Gloves
(Boxes of M, L or XL)

Personal Care Items 
(i.e. toothpaste, shampoo, body 
wash, etc.)

If you are unable to help with the purchase of the 
outdoor living space, we also have regular ongoing 
needs for the following: 

Your generosity will help us to continue to provide for 
our residents. 

ANY HELP WOULD BE
GREATLY APPRECIATED!

Bebe Shahady
Clare of Assisi House
Susan Frederick
Glad Tidings Church

Pam Mills
Saint Mary’s Catholic Church
The Cairnie Family
The Kerber Family

The Rutherford Family
The Snyder Family   
The White Family
Trinity Lutheran Church

To the following  individuals & organizations for 
participating in our Adopt A Residence Program 
last Christmas, we are so grateful for each of you 
and for helping make the holidays extra special. Thank You!

Dayspring Homes is looking to add an outdoor living 

space to our Hazel property to provide an accessible 

area for our residents. 

Our residents love spending time outdoors, but due 

to their limited mobility and critical medical needs, it 

is difficult to coordinate transportation and 

individual needs while still planning for extended and 

meaningful time outdoors; sometimes mere minutes 

are all they have before needing to return home. 

Having a therapeutic outdoor space where they can 

enjoy nature in their own backyard with family and 

friends, would improve the quality of life for current 

and future residents of Dayspring Homes.

The cost of this project is around $35,000. We 

raised $25,000 through our Fund A Need at our 

Fourth Annual A Stake in the Future event which is 

restricted for the outdoor living space.



DAYSPRING HOMES, INC.
P.O. Box 158
Reading, PA 19607

Change Service Requested

Dayspring Homes provides compassionate care for the individuals 

we serve. We are actively seeking Direct Support Professionals to 

join our team!! STARTING RATE IS $15 PER HOUR. 

LOVE WHAT YOU DOLOVE WHAT YOU DO
NOW HIRING DIRECT SUPPORT PROFESSIONALS


